Bio – Susan Dupont Baptista

Susan Dupont Baptista is a lifelong resident of the Leamington and Kingsville area, and has been an artist for most of that time.  She sold her first painting at the age of eleven and won many local contests and awards for her art as a child and young teen.  As a teenager she attended figure drawing classes at the University of Windsor, and graduated St. Clair College’s Commercial Art Program before jumping into her career in advertising.  After several years, she decided to pursue her passion for art and design, and uses her advertising and marketing experience to enhance her understanding of her clients’ needs and the images they would like to portray with their homes and businesses. 

Susan spends most days painting murals in churches, schools, a hotel, and for many local builders, home and business owners, and of course friends and family. Very recently, an entire year was spent painting ceilings, medallions and exquisite crown mouldings for a discriminating local homeowner.  The “side” commissions keep coming as they have for the past twenty five years or so, and include the “usuals” like oil paintings, sketches, portraiture and signs of countless varieties, as well as more unusual requests.  These include paintings of classic cars on classic cars (twice!), art on antique furniture, vintage suitcases, saws, trunks, barn windows, and hundred year old doors.  The ideas are constantly changing as are the venues for her art.  If it can be imagined, it can be created.
  
Her artistic vision has enabled her to expand her services, working with architects and master builders to create an overall look for her clients, thus expanding the canvas to include dwellings and places of business. The look is layered, encompassing structure, furnishings, accents and art, thus the name of her business, “Susan Dupont Baptista, Artful Interiors”. She creates the art and the places the art will live.     

[bookmark: _GoBack]In her newest incarnation, Susan has put her time and efforts into giving something of herself to the local arts community, and has partnered with the South Essex Arts Association to launch 16 new Adult Art Classes at the Leamington Arts Centre starting in February 2012.  She will be sharing her experience, tricks of the trade and expertise with emerging and established local artists in an effort to create a welcoming and vibrant artists’ community.







 
